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T’téﬁearching

the sky

for UFOs, aliens

By Bill Hetland
Wavusavu Daily Herald

You've just seen ‘‘Close Encoun-
ters of the Third Kind.”

You're filled with awe. You go out-
gide, look up at the sky and wonder if
there are unidentified flying objects
and alien life forms drifting around.

There’s pothing scientific about
what you’re doing. No great princi-
ples. No meaningful theo!

It's just that in your heart you're
convinced there are other sameanes
or samethings out there.

As you scan the sky looking for
bright objects, you're not particu-
larly concerned over research that
shows that the planets, suns, moons
and stars can’t support life as we
know it. Somewhere out there exist
some intelligent life forms, you as-
sure yourself.

You recall your childhood days
when movies like ‘“Invaders from
Mars,” “The Day the Earth Stood
Stll” and “War of the Worlds” ex-
panded your sense of wonderment.

On anightly walks under a full moon
you squint to find something out of
e

ordinary.

You're not alone — looking at the
sky, that is.

Randy Olson, an assistant pro-
fessor who teaches three astronamy
courses at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Stevens Point, says a lot of people
think they’ve seen UFOs, espedlally
after they've read newspaper ac-
oounts or watched TV news reports
on other si

‘“There’s more of a predaminance
of people going outside and looking at
the sky after they read or heard

early one morning. She said the ob-
ject had two bright white lights and
red flashing lights. She called the
Federal Aviation °Administration
flight service station at Wausau,
which had no reports of aircraft in
the area.

The children of a Gleason family
also saw what they thought was a
UFO during that same month. Their
report followed claims of numerous
sightings in southern Wisconsin and
northern Mlinois.

Olson, himself, got quite a surprise
when he was a graduate student in
New Mexico. Looking west he saw a
bright conicalehaped object in-
crease in size.

The bright point at the apex of the
cone went out, Olson says, and in 30
to 40 secands it appeared again.

“It was a very, very strange ap-

,”’ Olson says.

It turns out that what Olson saw
wasn’t a UFO but a rocket launched
at Edwards Air Force Base in Cali-
fornia. Glowing exhaust gases added
to the mystery.

Does Olson believe in alien life
forms?

“I have a strong suspicion there
are other life forms in our galaxy, but
they wouldn’t be running around vis-
iting other planets."’.

Olson says there are two creasans
for aliens not to visit Earth or other
planets in our solar system.

It requires too much time and too
much energy, bhe says

Yes, you realize after talking with
Olson and other rational scientific
types that your own feelings about
life ‘‘out there” are a hit off the wall.

about UFO

about what they

LEIf you take any
clear evening and
look at the sky for
15 minutes, you'll

see something. 99

—Randy Olson

Teaches asironomy at UW-Point

thought  were

UFOs, Olson says he determined that
some were man-made objects like
satellites or space vehicles.

‘““The Soviet space station is a very
bright object, brighter than any star
in the sky.” Olson describes it as a
bright, starlike object that traverses
the sky in about a minute and a half.
- In some cases, even weather bal-
loons, which drift 10 to 15 miles above
the Earth, are mistaken.

“Just after sunset, they can reflect
very brilliantly,” he says.

The planet Venus is somtimes mis-
taken for a UFO, he says, because
it’s very low in the sky and very
bright, espcially during the last part
of April and the first part of May.

In February of last year a town of
Hamburg waman said she and her
husband watched a UFO move from
east to west for about 10 minutes

—

Still, you persist.

oo OvermElmwood a village of 1,000~
earthlings near Chlppewa Falls, 50-
year-old Tom Weber is persistent in
his goal to build a UFO landing site
and research center.

As president and founder of the
UFO Site Center Corp., Weber’s
group of nine members plans to buy
two square miles of land outside
Elmwood for a landing pad, a light
transmitter and eventually housing
and labs for up to 100 scientists.

Weber says the light transmitter
would relay a visual message to ex-
traterrestnial life: ‘‘Members of your
society and our society will meet
here.”

Weber hopes that members of the
advanced society that may have
Earth under observation will see the
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UFOs

From Page 1E

message and recoghize it as being
meant for them. ‘

“They’re interested in us, and we
suspect they’re waiting for a collec-
tive respanse from mankind. That
hasn’t come yet.” .

‘Weber says he’s trying to contact
the aliens for the benefit of humanity,
arguing that an advanced civilization
‘would share some of its technology.

The U.S. government knows about
the UFOs, Weber says, but is trying
to keep the public from learning
about them.

The project would take $25 million,

. Weber says, and money would come
from private contributors. Although
fupd-raising efforts have barely
begun, Weber says be’d like to start
construction next year and start
transamitting visual messages within
.twa years.

<. ‘The Elmwood area was chosen be-

I-cause of the “many high-quality

*(UFO) sightings,” Weber says. Resi-

*.dents reporting

sightings include a

. former police chief and a former

‘Chanting
.From Page 1E

: - ‘Was this a religious revival meet-
/ing or a UFO call-in? Such matters
can get blurred in the New Age. °

After 15 minutes of positive confes-
sions, the chanting began. Arm-
strong says the sound ‘‘om” is used
because it is a universal vibration
that will be picked up by telepathic
space brothers.

As teeth vibrated to the meditative
tone, eyes turned to the heavens.
- Armstrong instructed the flock to
_call out if they spotted something.

- ‘There were a few false starts.
Several people pointed at a pulsating
“light on the horizon. No, it was the
“planet Venus. Then, a light moving
-on the horizon. No, an e.

2 -“Way up there. About 10 o’clock,”

said one watcher.

" 'Sure enough, there was something

moving. Faint, almost impercepti-

bly, a light was slowly *trekking

_across the sky.

" Though there was no way to accu-
rately gauge altitude or speed, it

.didn’t take but a minute for the UFO
enthusiasts to eliminate the possibil-
ity it was a high-flying airplane, a
balloon, a satellite or some other
earthly object. To those who am-ed, it
was clearly unearthly.

“They’ve heard us and they’re
turning on their lights for us. We're
very fortunate they’ve taken time out

‘of their busy work schedules to ac-
knowledge us. They don’t have to,”
Armstrang said.

- In about ah hour of intensive sky-
watching, a half dozen similar high-
flying objects were spotted.

s e

And the village has celebrated
Elmwood UFO Days for 10 years,
this year starting July 29. Weber’s
UFO group will have an office there.

The threéeday event includes
dances, parades, food tents, a soft-
ball tournament and foot races, says
Village President Larry Feiler.

Weber, who owns a metal finishing
company in Chippewa Falls, says
he’s received thousands of phone
calls from throughout the world since
propasing the UFO landing site
earlier this year.

“‘At first we couldn’t even put our
phone down without it ringing,” he
says in a recent phone interview.

His proposal was reported on nu-
merous television shows, including
the CBS Evening News with Dan
Rather, Geraldo Rivera and P.M.
Magazine. L

Weber, who hasn’t seen a UFO or
alien life form himself, is nonetheless
convinced that we are not alone.

i “I’ve lived my life with the belief
that we aren’t the only intelligent life
form in the universe.”

Gannett News Service and the
Associated Press contributed to
this report.

.

~

“Jeez, isn’t it great? It’s all so
real,” said Karen Tishman, a Los An-.
geles legal secretary on her first
UFO call-in.

The night at Malibu ended with
participants generally pleased. The
space brothers had been kind enough
to turn on their lights, as Armstrong
said. If they weren’t so busy with
their experiments and such, surely
they would have come closer.

There was some disappointment,
however, that the craft hadn’t
swooped down so both sides could get
a good look at one another. There was
no zipping and zapping of bright alien
lights. Just those slow moving spar-
kles way up in the sky.

The slight let-down was made
worse when Armstrong talked about
what happened at his last UFO call-
in. “They” made themselves fully
known then. ,

““The ship came in so close you
could see the windows along the side
and you could see the people inside.
Of course, they weren’t people like
us,” Armstrong said to attentive lis-
teners.

Boy, there was a truly spectacular
intergalatic meeting. If only ...

Of course, some people have suspi-
cious minds. They harbor doubts
about such stories.

““You ever notice how often the in-
credible stuff happened last time or
while you were gone or when nobody
was around but the true believers? It
never seems to happen the night you
g0. Perhaps, that should tell you
something,” says John Mosley, an
astronomer at Griffith Observatory
in Los Angeles.
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